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might have meant one of the remote ancestors of tlie Hiwa kings whom Raghu vanquished; perhaps our poet might have alluded to some chief or chieftain of the Huwa tribes, whose full and detailed account might be existing in the works of some ancient writers like Chyavan, and from whom he niig'ht have borrowed information for his history, and who, as we know side by side with the Yavanas, might have lived chiefly upon war, and made constant invasions many centuries before the beginning of the Christian era. The country, we know, was exposed to the inroads of these foreign tribes in the second century B. C.1 ; which looks probable as K&liddsa uses the epithet in the plural. Had he but meant Toramd^a and Mihirakula he might well have used the dual ; but since he does not, it might be inferred that he alludes to some of the early HA^a chiefs. Lae-lih who, as General Cunningham maintains, was the father of Torama?za and whom the Hftwas set up as their king after the conquest of Gandhara about A. D. 465. s The ancient history of the White Huns on the Indus before the fifth century is not as yet finally established or traced by any palasographical evidence. Nothing can be said as going to prove the conclusive establishment of the poet's allusion to the Htoza kings until the materials for the real history of the White Huns are discovered and admitted on all hands as an authentic document. General Cunningham says, " The connection of the White Huns with India cannot be traced till near the end of the'fifth century, from which time they may be looked upon as a separate branch of the Indo-Scythiari conquerors, or the " Indian Ephthalites." Their history, as far as I have been able to trace it, begins with Lae-lih^ the father of Toramdna and grandfather of Mihirakula, or Mihirgul. Both the last kings were rulers of the Panj&b, and both made conquests in India in the early part of the sixth century A. D., while the main horde remain-
1.     See Dr.   BhandarfcarTs   paper on the date of Pafcanjali, pp. 20-21.    Early history of the   Deccan, second edition, p. 23.
2.    Transactions   of the   ninth congress of orientalists, Vol. I. Ephthalites, or White Huns, page 223*